
  
 

 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 

Common Parking Violation Education 
 

Many schools send out parking regulation reminders to parents/caregivers/students via email or school newsletters.  
In addition, students who drive to school may benefit from reminders during school announcements and assemblies.  
For primary and elementary schools, teachers can plan a “field trip” to show students the signs and explain their 
associated meaning.  Students that are made aware of parking signage at an early age are more likely to relay this 
information to their parents, grandparents and caregivers.   
 
Drivers should be reminded park in permitted areas only, which may include: 

1. The school parking lot in accordance with signs posted; or,  
2. Streets that do not have prohibited parking or prohibited stopping signs posted. 

 
In addition to the most common parking violations listed below, drivers should ensure that they are not stopped or 
parked so as to block a fire hydrant, intersection, bus stop, private driveway or sidewalk. 
 
Fire Route 
 

These signs are posted to alert drivers that the area is a Fire Route.  Fire Routes are the roads, 
laneways, or driveways that provide access to a building and may also include areas within a 
parking lot.  A driver is in violation of this parking regulation if he/she is stopped or parked in a 
Fire Route even if their engine is running, hazard lights are flashing, or there is someone in the 
car. 
 
When this sign is displayed, drivers are permitted to immediately drop off/pick up individuals – 
there cannot be a delay.  For example, when a parent is dropping off their child to school, the 
child should get out of the vehicle and the parent should immediately drive away.  Similarly, when 
a parent is engaged in picking up their child, the child should already be waiting at the curb for 

their parent.  After the child gets into the vehicle, the parent must then immediately drive away.   
 
When this sign is displayed, drivers are not permitted to: 

1. Sit and wait in the car for their child (even for a few minutes); or 
2. Leave their vehicle (even to quickly drop off their child’s lunch). 

 
Prohibited Parking 

 
These signs are posted to alert drivers that parking is prohibited.  A driver is in violation of this 
parking regulation if he/she has stopped the vehicle but the engine is running, hazard lights are 
flashing, or there is someone in the car. 
 
When this sign is displayed, drivers are permitted to immediately drop off/pick up individuals – 
there cannot be a delay.  For example, when a parent is dropping off their child to school, the 
child should get out of the vehicle and the parent should immediately drive away.  Similarly, when 

a parent is engaged in picking up their child, the child should already be waiting at the curb for their parent.  After the 
child gets into the vehicle, the parent must then immediately drive away.   
 
When this sign is displayed, drivers are not permitted to: 

1. Sit and wait in the car for their child (even for a few minutes); or, 

2. Leave their vehicle (even to quickly drop off their child’s lunch). 
 
Accessible Parking 

 
These signs are posted to alert drivers that a parking spot is reserved for individuals with 
Accessible Parking Permits only. Drivers are not permitted to park or stop their vehicle in these 
spots unless the driver has a valid Accessible Parking Permit and it is properly displayed.  The 
permit must also be used by the person it was issued to. 
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Prohibited Stopping 

 
These signs are posted to alert drivers that stopping is prohibited.  They are often posted on 
surrounding streets from schools and may indicate the times of day that a driver is not 
permitted to stop their vehicle - drivers must continue to drive with the flow of traffic.  
When this sign is displayed, drivers are not permitted to: 

1. Stop their vehicle to let people in or out of their vehicle; or 
2. Sit and wait for their child to get into the vehicle. 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. How close to the curb should drivers park? 
Drivers should park within 6 inches or 15 cm away from a curb; however, the City’s Parking Enforcement 
Officers exercise discretion and will typically only issue a Penalty Notice to a vehicle that is parked more than 
12 inches or 30 cm away from a curb.   
 

2. How close to an intersection can drivers park? 
Drivers shall not park a motor vehicle: on a highway within 9 m (30ft) of any intersection; on a highway within 
15m (49 ft) of any signalized intersection 
 

3. How far should drivers park away from a fire hydrant? 
When parking their vehicle near a fire hydrant, drivers should maintain a distance of 10 feet or  
3 metres away from the fire hydrant.   

 
 

Common Parking Definitions 
Below you will find some of our common definitions from the City’s Parking Control By-law # 2005-188.  The complete 
Parking Control By-law can be found online at the City’s website.   
 
“Fire Route” means any roadway, driveway, lane, ramp or other means of vehicular access to or from a designated 
building which is designated as a fire access route by the City’s Fire Department and shall include any part of a 
parking lot set aside by visible markings or markers for the purpose of vehicular movement. 
 
“Park” or “Parking” means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when halting temporarily for 
the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading goods or passengers. 
 
“Stop” or “Stopping” means the halting or leaving of a motor vehicle, even momentarily, whether occupied or not, 
except when necessary to avoid conflict or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or of a traffic control 
sign or signal. 

http://www.markham.ca/wps/wcm/connect/markhampublic/85270b6e-a3b5-4778-a369-9768337bf888/2005-188-Consolidated.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=85270b6e-a3b5-4778-a369-9768337bf888

